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R E C R E A T E
R E S P O N S I B L Y :
Quarterly  Montana Resident Report  /  4th Quarter:  October -  November 2021
M O N T A N A N S '
C O N F I D E N C E  &
P E R C E P T I O N S  W H E N
R E C R E A T I N G
O U T D O O R S
C A R T E R  B E R M I N G H A M ,  M E G A N  S C H U L T Z ,  &  M A T T H E W  P E T T I G R E W
This report is a summary of Montana
residents and their self-reported level of
confidence in the outdoors as well as
their perception of others' abilities while
recreating. In 2021, there was a
collaborative effort amongst tourism
partners and public land agencies to
reach out to the public with an initiative
designed to provide resources to
residents and non-residents on how to
properly behave while recreating on
Montana's public lands. The Recreate
Responsibly campaign aimed to provide
guidelines for responsible action,
incorporating such topics as aquatic
invasive species, leave no trace
principles, and physical distancing
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This study was conducted to gain an
understanding of how confident
residents are pertaining to several aspects
of outdoor recreation, such as their
confidence in planning for hazards and
emergencies, their confidence to know
proper fire safety protocols, and their
ability to plan visitation around high use
times - among other topics. Residents
were also asked to provide their
perceptions regarding the ability of
others to practice these same
components of the Recreate Responsibly
campaign. Lastly, residents were asked if
they had any knowledge of the Recreate
Responsibly campaign and if it played a
role in changing their behavior while
spending time outdoors.
A B O U T  O U R  W O R K
Quarterly Montana Resident Study
Data were collected by trained surveyors who asked questions to Montanans as they filled up their
vehicle with fuel at gas stations or when they stopped at rest areas around the state. ITRR has
permission from over 100 gas stations across the state to talk to residents during the time it takes
them to fill their tank. From October 1st to November 15th, 2021, any Montanan 18 years of age
or older at these locations had an opportunity to be surveyed about their confidence with
components of outdoor recreation as well as their familiarity with the Recreate Responsibly
campaign. The respondent data were weighted by the county of residence and gender from the US




FOR ACCESS TO THE COMPLETE REPORT, VISIT OUR INTERACTIVE DASHBOARD AT  
 https://itrr.umt.edu/interactive-data/resident-q4p1-2021.php
A total of 1,790 Montana residents were surveyed from October 1st - November 15th
regarding their own level of confidence recreating outdoors as well as their perception of
others' abilities while recreating. Respondents from 52 different Montana counties
participated in the survey.  Cascade County and the Central Montana travel region
represented the highest proportion of residents surveyed during the first half of Q4. A
map of the travel regions is presented above with the number of respondents from each
region. 
Over half of all respondents were male (54%) and under the age of 50 (53%). However, the
60 - 69 year old cohort represented to largest age group in the sample with just over 20%.
Nearly 40% of respondents (39.5%) stated they lived in a community of more than 20,000
people, followed by 26% who reside in rural areas outside of any community borders. 
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Almost three quarters of respondents
have lived in Montana for more than 20
years, followed by 11% who have lived in
the state for 11 to 20 years. Nearly 9% of
respondents have called Montana home
for the last one to five years, while
roughly 8%  have lived here for six to ten
years. Only 2.6% of respondents had
moved to Montana within the last year.
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OUTDOOR
RECREATION
Overall ,  roughly 37% of respondents
indicated they always participate in
some outdoor recreation activity,
followed by 32% of respondents who
usually participate. Just over one in five
respondents (22.2%) stated they
occasionally participate in outdoor
recreation activities while nearly 10% of
respondents reported they rarely or
never participate. 
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When analyzed by travel region,
Yellowstone Country reported the
highest percentage of respondents who
always participate in some form of
outdoor recreation with 49%. Conversely,
in Missouri River Country only 18% of
respondents indicated they always
participate in outdoor recreation while
7.2% of respondents claimed to never
participate, the lowest percentage of any
travel region. 
HOW OFTEN DO YOU ENGAGE IN
OUTDOOR RECREATION ACTIVITIES OF
ANY KIND?
Of respondents who moved
to Montana within the last
year,  52% reported they are
always participating in some
form of outdoor recreation
Roughly 1/10 respondents
from communities of more
than 20,000 reported they




the ages of 50-59,  46%
were always participating
in some form of outdoor









































Respondents were asked to assess their own
confidence in their abilities with several aspects of
outdoor recreation pertaining to the Recreate
Responsibly campaign. Overall, respondents reported
high levels of confidence with each item presented to
them (especially regarding leave no trace and fire
safety), with at least 76% of respondents reporting
they are either fairly or completely confident in their
abilities regarding each component. 
When analyzed by differences between groups, the
largest discrepancy found was related to how long
respondents had lived in Montana and their complete
confidence in their ability to prepare for all types of
weather, hazards, or emergencies. Unsurprisingly,
those who have lived in the state longer felt more
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COMPLETE CONFIDENCE IN ABILITY TO
TO PREPARE FOR ALL TYPES OF
WEATHER, HAZARDS, OR EMERGENCIES
- BY LENGTH OF RESIDENCY
RECREATE RESPONSIBLY QUARTERLY RESIDENT REPORT:Q4 2021
LENGTH OF RESIDENCY IN MT
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PERCEPTION OF OTHERS'
BEHAVIOR
Residents were then asked to provide an assessment of other outdoor recreationists and their perception
with the ability of others to properly perform similar tasks asked of residents. Overall, residents were
much more skeptical in the ability of others to properly perform these tenants of outdoor recreation.
At least 57% of respondents indicated they either strongly disagreed or disagreed with three of the five
statements pertaining to the ability of other outdoor recreationists to conduct themselves properly.
Respondents reported the highest levels of disagreement regarding the ability of others to practice
"Leave No Trace" principles and to schedule trips as to avoid high use times. 
Results were also analyzed using several
groupings, with the largest discrepancies
appearing between how often respondents
engaged in outdoor recreation. Those who
stated they always participate in outdoor
recreation were more likely to disagree or
strongly disagree than those who claim to
never recreate. Those who never recreate
had the most positive perception








Of the perceptions respondents held of
others'  behavior, residents were the most
positive regarding the ability of others to
practice proper fire safety and their
ability to identify the status of their
destination before arriving (e.g. ,
closures/restrictions).  Over 55% of
respondents either agreed or strongly
agreed with the prior two statements. 
QUARTERLY RESIDENT REPORT:
Q4 2021RECREATE RESPONSIBLY
PLEASE INDICATE HOW MUCH YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT
REGARDING YOUR CONCERNS WITH THE BEHAVIOR OF OTHERS WHILE RECREATING:







Of those who were aware
of Recreate Responsibly
stated the campaign did
not change any of their
own behavior at all when
spending time outdoors
Yes No
ARE YOU AWARE OF THE
RECREATE RESPONSIBLY
MESSAGING CAMPAIGN?
Lastly, respondents were asked about
their familiarity with the Recreate
Responsibly messaging campaign.
Overall, 22% of respondents indicated
they were aware of the campaign.
However, of those who were aware of the
campaign, nearly 70% reported the
campaign had no effect on their behavior
when recreating. Just over 6% of
respondents indicated the campaign had a
definite effect on their behavior, while
15% reported a moderate change followed
by 10% who reported a slight change in
their behavior. When analyzed by travel
region, Glacier Country was the region
with the most familiarity of the campaign. 
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